Honoring Our Family’s
Immigration Story

In these days of great debate throughout the country on immigration, we would like to
ask our members to reflect a little and think about their family’s own journey to this
country. We want to provide you, as an SEIU Local 1000 member, an opportunity to
celebrate your family’s immigration story.

Is there a family member you would want to recognize for their journey to this
country and who paved the way for your family to be here now? Who would you like
to honor for establishing your family’s roots in the United States?

We are looking to host a 2™ Saturday event in Sacramento where we would feature
our members and their family’s journey. We want you to be part of it.

How can you help? How can you submit your family’s immigration story?

By completing this form and sending high resolution pictures of the family member you
would like to honor and a current picture of yourself. We had a digital campaign two
years ago for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day and here are examples of how those
turned out...

Monica Nepomucenois an SEIU Local 1000
Member. She is recognizing and honoring
the memory of herfather, Gonzalo Martinez
Ortiz.

"My fatherwas born on January 8,1922 in

the township of Alvaro Obregon,

Michoacan, Mexico. Attempting to escape

poverty, whichsurrounded himasa

carpenterin a small ruraltown, he ventured

out and joined the Bracero Program where D
he worked off and on between1947 and the I Souosary w11 Muion - =5
mid-1950’s.

As a Bracero, he worked in agriculture in several states and eventuallymoved to
working on the country’s railroad in many cities, including Chicago, Klamath Falls,
Chiloquin, Truckee, Colfax, and finally settling in Sacramento. In 1965, he, my mother,
and his children were granted permanentresidency. He continued to work as a farm
laborer, construction worker, and as a landscaper. Today, one can still witness many of
the landscapesmy dad worked on in the city of Sacramento.




2008 Immigration Campaign

Ny : :
ShireenMiles, a Local1000 member,

honors herpaternal great grandma,
y Maria WilhelminaPleus. Thefirstin

MOTHER'S DAY 2015 herfamily to be born in the United
States. Born in New York City in1876 to
immigrant parentsfrom Bohemiaand
Prussia. Shireen has memories of being
special buddies, playing cards together
and hearing storiesof herand her
sistersinging in the operahouse in
Virginia City whenshe was a girl.

This Mother’sDay 2015, Shireen Miles
honors herpaternal great grandmathat

LOCAL 1000

[ firmly planted thoseroots in this

Eﬁ IN SUUDAH”Y WITH " M@N country that herparentsmade possible

through their courage to come to anew

land.

Immigration Campaign

Maria Quezada-Romo, an SEIU Local10o00
member, is honoring herparents, Felipaand
Magdaleno Quezada.

MOTHER'S DAY 2015

"With faith and perseverance, theybuilt a new

beginning and paved the wayformy brotherand

I. My motherwas 3 months pregnant, withmy

brother, when she came across to an unknown

land in June of1959. The only thing she brought

was a small bag of personalitems. She alwayssays

she tho.uvght shemadeit closerto heavenwhen == |N78 []LI[]@TYWIW Mlt’”' o
she arrived. SEIU, e

My parentstaught us to always put God first, respect everyone, work hard, and be
of service to the community. Theirgoal was to providea betterlife for their
childrenand grandchildren and they succeeded through theirhard workand
dedication. Today, | honormy mom for establishing ourroots firmly herein this
country. I will always admireboth my parents forbeing so brave.” This Mother’s
Day 2015, Maria Quezada-Romo honorshermotherand upholds both of her
parents dreamsforthe generationsthat followed.

If you want to look at more examples, you can go to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Latin-Committee-SEIU-Local-1000-
218650348218260/photos/?ref=page internal

You can see pictures of our Mother’s and Father’s Day campaigns and our members’ immigration
stories.


https://www.facebook.com/pg/Latin-Committee-SEIU-Local-1000-218650348218260/photos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Latin-Committee-SEIU-Local-1000-218650348218260/photos/?ref=page_internal

Honoring Our Family’s
Immigration Story

Name Years in State Service
Agency Work Number
City You Live Home Number

Personal Email

How do you honor your family?

Complete this form and send form along with digital copies of photographs to
mcordova@seiul000.org. The purpose of this submission is to honor an important person in your
family who played an important role for your family’s roots in the United States. These submissions
will be considered for an exhibit that will be held in Sacramento honoring our members’ immigration
stories.

What is the significance of this picture and this person you are honoring?

Please provide us some insights as to why you chose this person and their significance to you. Have
they overcome struggles? How did they pave the road for your family in this country? Are they a
reflection of what you see as the “American Dream”? Tell us why you chose this person.

honors for
(Member name) (Name of family member)

Send form along with pictures to mcordova@seiul000.org
no later than April 21, 2017.
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